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Basic stats

 KU Leuven – 5,000 researchers & 2,700 

faculty, 933 MEUR 

 University Hospital – 1300 researchers, 920 

MEUR 



Most innovative university eurozone

 With regards to innovation, Reuters ranks KU Leuven

• 2nd in Europe

• 16th worldwide

 The Reuters study is based on

• Number of publications

• Patent applications (number, granted patents, global

coverage, …)

• Number of citations of patents and publications (in 

patents and publications)

• Number of industrial collaborations
o …



Most innovative university eurozone

Reuters Most Innovative Universities Top 100

1. Stanford University

2. Massachusetts Institute of Technology

3. Harvard University

4. University of Washington

5. University of Michigan System

…

11. Imperial College

…

16. KU Leuven



Funding jungle
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IWT Projects: SBO: 2; 
Proeftuin:1

Fundamental Strategic Demand-driven

N.A. N.A.

N.A.N.A.

Projects: 13  

Research 

BELSPO IUAP: 2 ; VLIR: 2

Fellowships: PhD: 4; Postdoc: 6  

IWT Fellowships phd: 10  IMEC: fellowships: 1

iMinds Medical IT 2014  
SBO: 1 

BOF

N.A.

FOD Kankerplan: 1

N.A.

FLANDERS 
CARE

FL. Care Demo Project: 1  

IWT Baekeland: 1
IWT innovation postdoc: 1

KU Leuven  centra

IOF
Projects: 2:  2KP

Hercules collaborations:  3

KU Leuven 

topfacilitiesGenomics Core

SyBioMA

LICT, LMTC

LBioSCENTer

IWT Projects: TBM: 4; O&O: 2; 
Eurostars: 1

iMinds Medical IT  ICON: 3; 
Fallrisk , Nxt Sleep, b-SLIM 

Projects: EU:5; ERC:3 ; MC ITN:3 ; 
EFRO Interreg:1 ;  COST: 2; 
ERASMUS:1

DYSCO

Projects 8: GOA: 2; PF: 2; 
BIL: 2; VES:1
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http://www.esat.kuleuven.be/
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~biomed/software.php

software

VLK: 1

VSC: TIER1:2

Industry: 1

BESTCOM

Funding jungle

http://homes.esat.kuleuven.be/
http://www.rein-art.eu/highwind/
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Technology Transfer Office

 KU Leuven Research & Development (LRD)

 Founded in 1972

 Technology & knowledge transfer office of KU Leuven

 Bridge between university, industry and society 

• Supports researchers 

• Offers technologies to industry

 High level of budgetary and HR autonomy: ‘Business 

unit’



Technology Transfer Office

Research 
collaboration 

(24)

• advice
• contract R&D
• projects with 
government 
support (IWT, EC, 
etc.)

Intellectual 
property rights 

(10)

• intellectual 
property rights 
• licensing

Spin-off & 
innovation

(11)

• spin-off creation   
& growth
• networks & 
regional dev.
• KU Leuven 
Association

Finance, HR & 
logistics 

(43)

• financial 
administration

• HRM 

administration

Management (2)



LRD: mission

• Manage research collaborations

• Protect and exploit intellectual property 

• Set up spin-off companies

• Provide incubation instruments & seed financing

• Create high-tech ecosystem
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LRD: research collaboration

• 135 million euro income from research collaboration

• 2,117 new agreements (2015)

0

200

400

600

800

1.000

1.200

1.400

1.600

1.800

2.000

2.200

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
2010

2011
2012

2013
2014

2015

463
598

812

981 1.051

1.263 1.301

1.724
1.563

1.774

2.117



Research collaboration: examples
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Intellectual property

• Team of IP officers with a diverse technical background

• Collaborations with a network of European patent 
attorneys

• Patent Fund: helps research groups to cover their initial 

patenting expenses



Intellectual property: examples

• Means to define and secure the rights on the results

of intellectual labor:

o Patents: any technical invention

o Copyright: software

o Database protection act

o Design rights

o Trademarks



Intellectual property

• 113 patent applications in 2015

o 623 active patent families

o 50 PCTs

• 118 million euro license-income

• Granted patent is often the basis for setting up a 

spin-off company

In numbers (2015)

Reported findings 215

Priority submissions 113

New patents 87



Examples of technology transfer
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Basic

Research

Strategic

Valorisation

Patents

Licenses

BOF

IOF FP6/7

SME

Direct Contract

Research

KUL

Research

group

spinoff

NV

FFF BA/VC

founders employees

Fase 1

Creating a spin-off company 

Fase 2

Creating a spin-off company



Spin-offs: key ingredients

• Balanced team

• Validated technology / product / service

• Freedom to operate & IPR strategy

• Validated market & revenue model

• Strong investment consortium



Spin-off companies: examples

• Engineering

• Micro-electronics & ICT



Spin-off companies: examples

• Consultancy

• Biomedical



Spin-off companies

• 110 spin-off companies started, 89 still active; together 

+/- 4,100 employees (numbers 2014)

• 7 successful flotations (IPOs)
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Spin-off companies

9.900.000 18.300.000
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• Gemma Frisius Fund KU Leuven (GFF)

o Seed capital for spin-off companies

o GFF founded in 1997 & GFF II in 2002

• At the end of 2009 GFF and GFF II merged into one single fund

o Partners:

• KU Leuven (20% of capital)

• Two banks: KBC Private Equity (40%) and BNP Paribas Fortis Private 

Equity (40%)

o Combination between:

• Knowledge and technology transfer expertise 

(university) 

• Financial expertise (financial partners)

o Not restricted to one technology domain

o 27 million euro invested in 42 spin-off 

companies

Seed money Seed money
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LCIE 
Leuven Community for Innovation driven Entrepreneurship

Stimulating

Inspiring
Matchmaking

Creating synergies

Referring
Centralising

information

Coaching

Training

LCIE Academy

Incubator

Meeting rooms



Powered by

In Partnership with

Sponsored by

Innovation Hub


